
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



vol. iv, No. 4 The Alton Riot 491 

nevertheless, for keeping a high standard and for educating 
while popularizing. In later years gaudy covers, profuse illus- 
tration, and unexpected headlines tend to attract and interest 
the populace and result in certain beneficial effects, such as 
familiarizing the lay reader with the interest and value of docu- 
ments (as occasionally printed), and with the broader signifi- 
cance of well-known places and events, and with information 
worth while in itself (at times). The trouble is that much well- 
written trash, or popular articles, or even misinformation, pass- 
es for history along with the rest. By reading such material 
people are deceived into thinking themselves real historical 
students, just as by reading some popular magazines they are 
deceived into thinking they are reading literature, or, at the 
theatre, by the scenic effects, costumes, lighting, music, they are 
deceived into thinking they are witnessing real drama. The 
encouraging thing about the subject is that there have arisen 
as many first-class publications in their own fields as there have 
in the past ten or twelve years. At the head stand the Mississip- 
pi Valley Historical Eeview and other publications covering 
more than one state, then a number of excellent state periodi- 
cals, and then certain local publications. It is rather a hopeful 
outlook from the historical point of view for the cultural devel- 
opment of the country. 

Augustus Hunt Shearer 
Grosvenor Library 
Buffalo, New York 



The Alton Riot 

A copy of the following letter has been sent the managing 
editor by Mrs. Charles P. Noyes of St. Paul, Minnesota, a de- 
scendant of the writer, Winthrop S. Gilman. He was one of the 
firm of Godfrey and Gilman, prominent traders, and owners of 
Alton's first commission house in the day when that humming 
little city was the rival of St. Louis. So far as it is known, this 
letter, addressed to Dr. Chandler Eobbins Gilman of New York, 
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has never before been published. Written the day after the 
Alton riot by an active defender of Lovejoy's press, it is a docu- 
ment of peculiar interest and value. 



Dr. C. R. Gilman postmarked Upper Alton 

care Nov. 9 

Mess. L. M. Hoffman & Co 111. 

New York. Mail. 

Alton 8 Novem. 1837. 
Dear Doctor, 

Yours of — ulto with the prison sketch is at hand & will appear 
in the November number of the Herald — I have but a few moments to 
spare to write to give you early information of the mob of last night of 
which I presume you will hear an early account. Great excitement has 
prevailed here against abolition — Mr. Lovejoy had a press arrived night 
before last, & I consented to have it stored in our warehouse, 1 there being 
about 30 of our citizens well armed in the building to defend it. 

Thro' yesterday we did not hear much noise & last night about 14 
citizens of whom I was one remained in the building with plenty of fire 
arms, which under the authority of the Mayor were to be used in de- 
fending the property. — it was a bright moonlight night & at about 10- 
o 'clock an armed mob of some 30 desperadoes assembled in front & de- 
manded the Press — I assured them that we would not deliver it & that 
we had been told by the Mayor to protect our property & we would do it 
with our lives — They then threw stones in the windows & broke the 2d 
story ones in in a few minutes & they fired upon us at the doors — our 
men then fired & killed one of their number — they then were more quiet 
for a few minutes, but returned again having ladders lashed together & 
materials prepared to set the Warehouse on fire at the roof — Occasional 
guns were fired & dreadful cursings & threats on their part — They ran 
up the ladder & we found the only way to prevent them was to come out 
of the building & fire — We did so & slightly wounded two or three of 
them, but they had the advantage by this time of some 40 or 50 in num- 
bers & I learn they [sic] (a number of them were sent up from St. Louis) 
which I presume true — We again went out on their renewed attempt at 
the roof, but they had fearful advantages having stationed men behind 
the adjoining building & at a pile of boards on the landing. — Mr. Love- 

i Winthrop S. Gilman was one of the firm of Godfrey and Gilman of Alton. 
Captain Benjamin Godfrey, the founder of Monticello Seminary, was the senior 
partner. 
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joy & Mr. Weller were then shot by the mob — Mr. Lovjoy lived only to 
reach our Compting room & expired on the floor in a few minutes — Mr. 
Weller was shot in the leg about the knee joint — not dangerous. — Our 
men retired into the building & altho we had been about 1% or 2 Hours 
in Conflict & the Church Bells ringing — so numerous were the mob & 
its friends that the Mayor & Constable could not do any thing & the 
citizens could not be rallied in sufficient force to offer any chance of suc- 
cess. — We then called to them that Mr. Lovejoy was dead & we wished 
to end the affray on some terms — They replied with dreadful curses 
that our lives should all be forfeited in the building. — With the roof of 
our warehouse already on fire, it was folly to resist longer, as it would 
only be at the almost certain sacrifice of our lives & the complete de- 
struction of some 20 or 30.000 of property by fire — Mr. H. T. West who 
was outside the building acquainted with many of the mob acted nobly 
— Came to our lower door & told us to escape down the river (that the 
mob would not fire on us when leaving) — All of our men but two or 
three who staid by the wounded (two wounded in number, Mr. Roff & 
Weller, both in the leg) ran on the river bank without arms & escaped, 
notwithstanding the heartless creatures fired at us as we ran. — Mr, 
Long was one of our Company — I had taken my wife 2 to Upper Alton 
expecting some trouble & after sleeping till daylight in the house of a 
friend here I walked up there & returned immediately after breakfast. — 
The mob entered the building threw out & destroyed the press, but did 
not injure (as I knew of) any of our property, not even the guns which 
we left. Mr. West ascended the ladder & put out the fire on the roof 
which had not kindled much — If we had staid in a short time longer, 
the whole property must have been destroyed as the mob were deter- 
mined to blow up the house by powder if necessary. — To-day (their 
object being accomplished) all is as quiet as could be expected & we an- 
ticipate no further trouble — Thus has ended our attempt to sustain law, 
which we felt it a solemn duty to do & which we engaged in with 
prayer — The result is we cannot do it — resistance is useless & we must 
yield for the present to the powers that he — 

1 do not apprehend further serious disturbance — My wife is quite 
well & our baby 3 (Arthur Gilman, born June 22, 1837) grows finely — 

2 Abia Swift Lippincott, eldest daughter of Rev. Thomas Lippincott by his first 
wife, Patience Swift. Mr. Lippincott was one of the pioneer home missionaries of 
the Presbyterian church in Illinois and was living at this time in Upper Alton. 

3 Arthur, Mr. Gilman 's second son of that name, was a writer and educator of 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. He and his second wife, Stella Scott, of Alabama, con- 
ceived the plan for the higher education of women, which resulted in the establish- 
ment of the Harvard annex, later Badcliffe college. 
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Dont fail to send the Prison Sketches monthly — They are very much 
admired by Mr. Corey & our Exct. Com. 

With kind & affectionate remembrances to Eliza i I remain, your at- 
tached brother W. S. Oilman. 

Mr. Lovejoy had three buck shot or small balls in the breast. 

P. S. Abia sends a great deal of love to Serena ° & Eliza — Benja- 
min ° left about 8 days since for Galena & will not probably be back for 
a week. — I cannot send you any money immediately but will endeavor 
to do so ere long — I expect to send you the Alton Telegraph giving ace 
of our Public Meeting & by my protest you will see I was in a very small 
minority — Did I do right? W. S. G. 

* Elizabeth Hale Oilman, Mr. Oilman's sister, who married in 1830, Martin Hoff- 
man of New York, a member of the firm of L. M. Hoffman & Company. 

» Serena Hoffman, daughter of Martin and Beulah (Murray) Hoffman and sister 
of Martin Hoffman mentioned above, was the first wife of Mr. Gilman's brother, Dr. 
Chandler Robbins Gilman, to whom this letter is addressed. Dr. Oilman was a 
practising physician and a professor in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, of 
New York. 

Benjamin Ives Gilman, another of Mr. Gilman's brothers, who afterwards en- 
tered the firm, when its name was changed to Godfrey, Gilman & Co. Bejamin I. 
Gilman moved later to Monticello, where he died in 1866. 



